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Group Snapshot - 2019
Group name Friends of Skeleton Creek & Altona Bay Wetlands Inc.

Our aims:

• Conserving, protecting and enhancing the creek and its catchment

• Educating the community and schools groups about the creek and the need to conserve it

• Enhancing the connection to our community with the environment

Year the group formed
1991 - founders Peter Wlodarczyk, Robin Ho & Elizabeth Causton 

(early members Denice Perryman and Angela Whiffin)

Municipalities Wyndham and Hobsons Bay

Email address friendsofskeletoncrk@gmail.com

Website 

(NatureWest pages)
http://www.friendsofskeletoncreek.org.au/

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofskeletoncreek

523 page likes @ 30 Oct 2019 (446 this time last year)

Publicity/ promotional 

platforms

Facebook group, Nextdoor (neighbourhood webpage), tri-fold brochure, ‘About Us’ flyer, talks/field days at local schools, 

conservation/community events, local newspaper articles/press releases, Melbourne Uni Journalism Students podcast

Committee meetings
First Wednesday of month (except January) at Secretary Denice Perryman’s home, Altona Meadows

Starting time 7:00 pm

Our sites in 2018/2019 • Bromage Reserve, Hoppers Crossing
• Carinza Reserve, Altona Meadows
• Emu Foot Grassland, Henry Dr/Spicer Blvd, Altona Meadows 
• Merton St/Markham Way, Altona Meadows
• Federation Trail (between Princes Fwy and Old Geelong Rd), Hoppers Crossing

http://www.friendsofskeletoncreek.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofskeletoncreek


Group Snapshot – 2019 (cont.)

Friends of Skeleton Creek & Altona Bay Wetlands Inc.

Working Bees 

Total 14 working bees 2018/2019, incl:

• Stake & guard removal/fixing

• Jute mat laying

• Mulching

• Hand weeding

• Watering

• Planting

Qty plants put in 2200

Grants 2018/2019

• Melbourne Water Environment Grant - $12,430

• Melbourne Water Group Support Grant - $672

• Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) signage for Emu Foot Grassland - $8000

• Hobsons Bay City Council Environment Grant - $2054

School Groups

• Seabrook Primary School

• Altona Meadows Primary School

• Altona Primary School

Community 

Representations/ 

Promotions 

• Hobsons Bay World Environment Day Community Festival, Logan Reserve, Altona

• Grassy Plains Network meetings with DELWP

Interpretive Signage

• Emu Foot Grassland – installation of interpretive panels: ‘Saving our Wildflowers’ and ‘War on Weeds’, funded by 

DELWP, managed by HBCC, Bob Winters content designer, in collaboration with FoSC 

• Replacement of old Wyndham signage along Skeleton Creek + extra signs upstream - in development (incl. 

funding), liaison with Rebecca Bond, Environment & Water, WCC, and Melbourne Water



Group Snapshot – 2019 (cont.)

Friends of Skeleton Creek & Altona Bay Wetlands Inc.

Group Social Outings
• Maribyrnong River Blackbird Boat Tour

• Several planned social outings cancelled due to inclement weather

Group Planning

• ‘Our Objectives’, group focussed strategies, priorities, expected outcomes 

• ‘How To’ roles & responsibilities of committee members

• Working Bee Activities Calendar, in collaboration with HBCC & WCC Conservation Rangers

• Annual Assessment of Completed Activities 

• Annual Jobs ‘To Do’ List (2020)

Committee Roles
• ‘How To Role’ documented for Secretary/Group Organiser; President/Plant Purchaser; Treasurer; Publicity 

Officer/Assistant Secretary; Data Manager Officer

Data Mapping Project
• Pozi web map [using Interactive Geographic Information System (GIS) location-based mapping], a Wayne Dunn 

project - https://go.pozi.com/#/15j82k

https://go.pozi.com/#/15j82k


Wed 5 Dec – Annual Christmas break-up dinner meeting at Denice’s home. 
Another sumptuous BYO shared feast!

Sun 25 Nov - Bromage Reserve, Hoppers Crossing. 12 volunteers 
spread approx. 39 cubic metres of mulch along 105 metres of the 
creek's edge for our plantings in 2019. 
And a much appreciated and a total surprise to receive a Melbourne 
Water Community Recognition Award for our group from Gerard 
Morel, MW’s Waterways and Land Officer. 
A happy birthday occasion also to our hard working secretary Denice 
Perryman … and Gerard Morel, whose birthday it was too!

🎂🎂

November/December 2018 (post AGM)



January/February 2019

The Citizen
A publication of the Centre for Advancing Journalism, 
University of Melbourne
https://www.issimo.io/p/39026/

We feature in a new multimedia series on the ‘Creeks of 
Melbourne’, produced by students from The Centre for 
Advancing Journalism, University of Melbourne. 
Lucy Williams from Melbourne Uni, interviewed and recorded 
Denice Perryman, FoSC Secretary, and John Dawes, FoSC 
Publicity Officer.
Lucy also interviewed our colleague Gerard Morel, Waterways 
and Land Officer, Melbourne Water.

Sun 24 Feb – Carinza Reserve, 
Altona Meadows, preparing for 
planting in the cooler months. Jute 
matting pinned down, to keep the 
weeds out (and probably the 
phragmites) and mulching. We 
were 14, with HBCC Conservation 
Ranger Suzette, and concluded the 
warm activity with the welcome 
afternoon tea provided by Denice.

Fri 1 Feb – FoSC Trivia Team Table. Wyndham Council’s 
Green Living Series Trivia Night, organised by 
NatureWest’s Bruce Boddington. Competitive but no 
cigars (unlike last year). 

https://www.issimo.io/p/39026/?fbclid=IwAR03_Enbgq7zMuax26fLcYktUDAnr5WHXAKCn-vtR-HSMJX03X0J4PcC3j4


March 2019

Farewell and a big ‘Thank You’ to Libby Rigby, 
Hobsons Bay Council Conservation Ranger. We 
thought highly of Libby with her infectious 
enthusiasm when working with us. We wished her 
all the very best for the future having moved with 
her family to a large block near Daylesford.

Sun 24 Mar – 14 volunteers for the jute mat 
laying down at Bromage Reserve, Hoppers 
Crossing. Too warm and windy for our usual 
afternoon tea outdoors so we adjourned to 
Sonya & Craig Findlow’s home, and under 
their pergola, in Bromage Close.

Sun 31 Mar. Maribyrnong River Blackbird Boat Tour. 
11 on board including four from the BayWest Bicycle 
Users Group. We used the $100 gift card award 
gratefully received from Gerard Morel, Waterways 
and Land Officer, Melbourne Water. 



April 2019

The new interpretive educational signage installed at Emu Foot Grassland (off 
Henry Drive, Spicer Blvd end), Altona Meadows. Funded by Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) and managed by Hobsons Bay 
Council in collaboration with our group. Bob Winters was the content designer 
and Hayden Goodall of Sardine Graphics the graphic designer.

Nodding Saltbush 
(Einadia nutans). The 
small, sweetish red 
fruits were eaten and 
used as a dye or face 
paint by the first 
Australians.

Tue 16 Apr, Bromage Reserve, Hoppers Crossing, 10 am to 12 
pm. A small volunteer workforce helped with the last of the jute 
mat laying and removal of the protective stakes and guards from 
our previous plantings, bundled up for Wyndham Council’s Sal 
to load onboard his ute. 
Salad rolls for lunch supplied by Denice.



April 2019 (cont.)

Sun 28 Apr - Our weeding working bee went well between 
Markham Way and Merton St, Altona Meadows - thanks to the 12 
volunteers and to Hobsons Bay Council ranger Suzette.



May 2019

Protecting Skeleton Creek during the development phase was the subject for 
Friends of Skeleton Creek and NatureWest members, with Gerard Morel from 
Melbourne Water. An on-site meeting along Boundary Rd, Truganina. 
Lots of remnant vegetation found and lots of ideas were tossed around about 
protecting the landscape as much as possible in the face of urbanisation. 

Pictured (left to right) David Tsardakis, Angela Whiffin, John Stirk, Denice 
Perryman, and Bruce Boddington (kneeling). 

Bob Winters, 
friend of our 
group, 
Sanctuary 
Lakes resident, 
bird watcher 
and nature 
photography 
expert got 
lucky when he 
photographed 
his first sighting 
of an Osprey
along Skeleton 
Creek.

Tue 21 May – Wyndham City Council 
thanked the volunteers at the National 
Volunteer Week Morning Tea at the Encore 
Events Centre, Hoppers Crossing. 
Pictured (left to right) Vicki Dunn (Raffle and 
Table Prize winner), Wayne Dunn, Angela 
Whiffin and Bruce Boddington.



May 2019 (cont.)

Sun 26 May – A great turnout with 20 volunteers, including new helping hands, at our planting afternoon at Carinza Reserve, 
Altona Meadows. 450 plants put into the jute matting and the protective stakes and guards installed. Hobsons Bay Council's 
senior conservation ranger Andrew Webster on hand. The rewarding afternoon tea, as always, provided by Denice Perryman. 



June 2019

Sun 2 Jun –
HBCC’s 
World 
Environment 
Day 
Community 
Festival, 
Logan 
Reserve, 
Altona, FoSC 
stall 
represented 
by Denice 
and Angela.

Tue 11 Jun – Bromage Reserve, Hoppers 
Crossing. A perfect weather morning for our 
midweek planting along the creek. We put in 
200 plants (incl protective guards and stakes) 
into the jute matting, between the recently 
placed boulders (installed by contractor 
Frank Camilleri in his Mustang). 
We finished the 2 hr stint with welcomed 
help-yourself salad rolls and beverages 
provided by FoSC Secretary Denice 
Perryman. 

Tue 4 Jun -
Seabrook Primary 
School Field Day, 
Carinza Reserve. 
Angela Whiffin 
organised this 
activity. This was 
a great day with 
the kids putting in 
150 plants. “This 
was the best ever 
day,” was heard 
from the kids.



June 2019 (cont.)

Sun 23 June – Bromage Reserve, Hoppers Crossing. 500 plants 
put in by a healthy number of volunteers incl from Hoppers 
Crossing Scouts, Cubs and Joeys and their parents.

Fri 28 June – litter clean up and beautification of the 
eyesore along Skeleton Creek - Federation Trail, 
between Old Geelong Rd and Princes Fwy, Hoppers 
Crossing. A fantastic day organised by Bruce 
Boddington and David Tsardakis (Landcare & 
NatureWest), the work to bring together our group, 
Melbourne Water, NatureWest and Ford Australia 
engineer volunteers. Some 4000 stock tube plants put 
in.  
Denice sent letters of appreciation to Bruce 
Boddington, Gerard Morel (Melbourne Water) and 
Kaliope Vassilopoulos (organiser Ford volunteers). 
(Photos courtesy Bruce Boddington)



July 2019

Tue 9 Jul – Our core group of volunteers, with Hobsons Bay 
Council's conservation ranger Suzette Rodoreda, put in 250 native 
plants at Emu Foot Grassland, off Henry Drive, Altona Meadows. 
The two educational signs recently installed inside the northern 
fence line are to inform visitors and passers-by of the importance 
of keeping foreign weeds at bay and protecting and regenerating 
our native wildflowers. 
Inset photo, taken late October, showing the wild flowers are 
blooming there now (photo courtesy Veronica Sheen)

Sun 28 Jul - A great turnout on 
National Tree Day, with 48 coming 
to our planting working bee at 
Bromage Reserve, Hoppers 
Crossing. We were boosted on this 
sunny day by 28 volunteers from 
the Yogi Divine Society Australia. 
We finished the day with the 
customary afternoon tea, provided 
by Denice Perryman.



August 2019

Fri 16 Aug - Altona Primary 
School, planting and 
waterbug activities at Carinza 
Reserve, 25 students, with 
Angela and Denice. The 
school’s staff and students 
were thrilled with the day. 
One student even brought 
her family back to our 
planting day at Carinza 
Reserve on Sun 24 Aug!

Sat 24 Aug – We took part in an anti-
graffiti initiative between Wyndham 
Council and Victorian Department of 
Justice. Organised by Jadie Morgan, 
Wyndham Graffiti Management 
Officer, we helped put in trees and 
shrubs next to the old Main Outfall 
Sewer aqueduct and close-by 
commercial building in Elm Park Crt
in Hoppers Crossing. Sun 25 Aug - Carinza Reserve, Altona Meadows a great turnout! 32 helpers, with 

Hobsons Bay Senior Conservation Ranger, Andrew Webster, came to put in 350 
plants and stakes & guards. We had new local people, boosted by a contingent of 
Boss Hurst Rovers from Geelong, Joeys and parents from the Hoppers Crossing 
Scout Group, and parents and children from the Altona Primary School. 



August 2019 (Cont.)

Found Hoppers Crossing Drain junction (back of 
Angela Dr), Skeleton Creek - yet another 
motorbike problem! This time, a dumped one 
(or crashed, stolen?) and leaking petrol and oil 
into the creek.  Thanks to friends of our group -
Bruce Boddington and Craig Findlow for pulling 
the motorbike out and alerting Wyndham 
Police.

Wed 28 Aug - Altona Meadows 
Primary School, with Angela, 
Denice and Andrew Webster, 
HBCC Senior Conservation 
Ranger, focussed on water 
bugs with a creek walk and “art 
possibilities”. 
Angela took the walk and 
Andrew the water bugs 
activity. The kids and 
accompanying parents enjoyed 
themselves and decided our 
creek water was of reasonable 
quality. 



September 2019

Sun 22 Sep -
Bromage Reserve, 
Hoppers Crossing. A 
small volunteer crew 
got stuck into pulling 
out a section of 
weeds cropping up 
among our earlier 
plantings. Sal from 
Wyndham Council 
came with a water 
tank trailer and John 
Dawes helped him 
water all our 
plantings, using the 
1000 L tank of water. 
At this Growling 
Grass Frog habitat, 
you could hear the 
frogs loud and clear, 
with Eastern Banjo 
Pobblebonk among 
the chorus. 
(Growling Grass Frog 
photo courtesy Bob 
Winters.)

Squatters set up a campsite along Skeleton Creek in 
Waterhaven Estate (end of Faro St, Point Cook). They had 
cleared a large area of bush and used building estate 
fences to make an area for their camp and left lots of 
rubbish around. The squatters had four tents, an open fire, 
even washing hung out between branches among the 
shrubbery. Ewen Cowie inspected the site and took this 
photo.



October 2019
Sat 5 Oct –
Hobsons Bay 
Council’s ‘End 
of Year 
Friends 
Groups' Day 
Out’, this year 
to the 
Cranbourne 
Botanic 
Gardens. 
Invitation to 
active Friends' 
member 
volunteers 
and as a 
'thank you' 
from the 
council and 
the 
conservation 
crew –
including 
(pictured) 
Andrew 
Webster and 
Suzette 
Rodoreda.

Sun 27 Oct – maintenance afternoon (weeding, watering, 
stakes and guards repair) at Carinza Reserve, Altona 
Meadows, with HBCC Conservation Ranger Suzette 
Rodoreda providing support. Luckily, the rain held off - even 
for our afternoon tea provided as always by FoSC Secretary 
Denice Perryman. Nice to see new volunteers too!

Thu 17 Oct - another 
litter cleanup along 
Skeleton Creek 
organised by ‘Litter 
Warrior’ Bruce 
Boddington of Point 
Cook Open Spaces 
and NatureWest. This 
time at the 
Waterhaven Estate, 
Point Cook. A group 
of Karen seniors 
(refugees from 
Burma-Thai border) 
and Wyndham 
Council litter crew 
picked up 32 bags of 
litter and a lot of 
larger pieces – filling 
a council truck, 
weighing 546 kg at 
the tip! All from the 
bank of Skeleton 
Creek, otherwise 
bound for the 
Cheetham Wetlands.



October 2019 (Cont.)

Our new tri-fold brochure (outside pages), 
funded from the Hobsons Bay City Council 
Environment Grant. Produced by local 
environmental graphic artist Rob Mancini 
of Evergreen Design. 

Inside pages of the tri-fold brochure shown 
next slide … 



October 2019 (Cont.)

Our new tri-fold brochure (inside pages), 
funded from the Hobsons Bay City Council 
Environment Grant. Produced by local 
environmental graphic artist Rob Mancini 
of Evergreen Design. 

Outside of tri-fold brochure shown previous 
slide. 



October 2019 (Cont.)

Our new graphic panel for the Information 
Board at Carinza Reserve, Altona 
Meadows. The 790 mm x 790 mm 
aluminium composite panel is a 
permanent fixture - replacing the printed 
material that used to be pinned there (as 
pictured) before the information board 
was vandalised and Perspex glass and door 
damaged. 

Artwork produced by local environmental 
graphic artist Rob Mancini of Evergreen 
Design. 



POZI Mapping

Mapping and recording our 
activities through Pozi - a 
Geographic Information System 
(GIS) and hosted web map solution 
developed for councils.

This system helps users to visualise 
our group’s activities, such as 
precise working bee location and 
all other information required, incl 
photos, in a powerful 
interactive web map. 

Wayne Dunn, a retired Navy 
Hydrographic Surveyor, is our Pozi 
Mapping expert leader.



A big ‘thank you’ to all our volunteers, conservation rangers and staff at Hobsons Bay and 
Wyndham councils and Melbourne Water, with special mention to Denice Perryman for lodging our 

grant applications and laying on the welcomed afternoon teas throughout the year!

Folks , that was our 2019 FoSC 'Year that Was’ 



… but one more thing! ☺

Your volunteering at our conservation activities is highly valued, even if you 
can only find time to contribute a few hours during the year.

Membership is not compulsory, but it can help you feel more connected 
and involved with our group. You will receive the monthly Agenda and 
Minutes and special invitations to social events.

Membership is effective from the AGM date of 6 Nov 2019 through to the 
next AGM and renewal date of 4 Nov 2020.

Why not sign up tonight? Ask our friendly treasurer Ewen for a membership 
form ☺


